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HEALTH ADVISORY:  Measles Cases Increasing in the United States 

March 17, 2025 

Dear Colleagues, 

We hope this message finds you well. 

Benton County Health Department is sharing OHA and CDC’s United States Measles Outbreak 
update. Please see the OHA and CDC Health Advisories below for detailed information. 

Key healthcare provider recommendations for measles include (list not 
exhaustive):  

• All clinicians are required to immediately report suspect and confirmed cases of measles to
the Local Public Health Authority (LPHA; www.healthoregon.org/lhddirectory) for the
jurisdiction in which the patient resides.

o Please immediately report measles to Benton County Health Department at:
▪ 541-766-6654 (Communicable Disease Manager)

OR
▪ 541-766-6835 (Listen for communicable disease reporting)

• Report the following: patient name, date of birth, address, contact information, language
spoken, clinical presentation, date of rash onset, travel history, any known exposures to
measles, and vaccination history

• Adhere to measles infection control practices throughout the patient evaluation to prevent
exposure of other patients (e.g., isolate patient in a negative pressure room).

• Ensure all patients without other evidence of immunity, especially those planning
international travel, are up to date on MMR vaccine per routine ACIP recommendations.

• Ensure all U.S. residents older than age 6 months without evidence of immunity who
are traveling internationally receive MMR vaccine prior to departure.

o Be aware that some patients may develop a mild rash reaction in the 3 weeks
following MMR vaccination. This does not typically require testing or public health
intervention since a person with a rash due to a vaccine reaction is not infectious.

• Consider measles as a diagnosis in anyone with fever (≥101°F or 38.3°C) and a generalized
maculopapular rash with cough, coryza, or conjunctivitis who has recently traveled
internationally, or domestically to a region with a known measles outbreak or has other
known or suspected exposure to measles.

https://www.oregon.gov/OHA/PH/ProviderPartnerResources/LocalHealthDepartmentResources/Pages/lhd.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/OHA/PH/ProviderPartnerResources/LocalHealthDepartmentResources/Pages/lhd.aspx
https://www.cdc.gov/measles/hcp/vaccine-considerations/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/measles/hcp/vaccine-considerations/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/measles/travel/index.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fmeasles%2Fplan-for-travel.html


• While measles is not circulating in Oregon, prior approval by public health will be required
for measles PCR testing by the Oregon State Public Health Laboratory (OSPHL). If the
criteria are not met, clinicians should instead submit specimens for measles testing to
commercial laboratories.

• Oregon State Public Health Laboratory (OSPHL) criteria includes:
1. Acute febrile rash illness compatible with measles and with no more likely

explanation for the clinical presentation
AND

2. Plausible exposure to measles—i.e., linkage to another case or travel to an area
where measles is known to be circulating.

Current United States Measles Update: 03/13/2025 
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) is reporting an increase in measles cases in 
the United States. As of March 13, 2025, a total of 301 measles cases and 2 deaths (1 death in an 
unvaccinated school-aged child & 1 death in an unvaccinated adult) were reported in 15 states. 
Additionally, 50 hospitalizations and 3 outbreaks associated with 93% of total cases (280 out of 
301) have been reported in the US. For comparison, the United States reported 285 measles cases,
0 deaths, 114 hospitalizations, and 16 outbreaks in 33 states during 2024. Of note, Oregon reported
31 measles cases during 2024. Since March 17, 2025, Oregon has no reported measles cases during
2025.

More Information on Measles for Healthcare Providers 
More healthcare provider information on measles can be located below: 

• CDC Measles Vaccine Recommendations

• CDC Infection Prevention & Control Recommendations for Measles in Healthcare Settings

• CDC Measles Infection Control in Healthcare Personnel

• CDC Measles Testing Recommendations for Clinicians

• CDC Measles Cases & Outbreaks

• OHA: Measles/Rubeola (Vaccine-Preventable)

• OHA Measles Investigative Guidelines

• OHA Monthly Measles Dashboard

Thank you for supporting our shared goal of improved community health. 

Respectfully, 

Carolina Amador, MD, MPH Sara Hartstein, MPH 

Public Health Officer Public Health Administrator 

https://www.cdc.gov/measles/data-research/
https://www.cdc.gov/measles/hcp/vaccine-considerations/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/infection-control/hcp/measles/
https://www.cdc.gov/infection-control/hcp/healthcare-personnel-epidemiology-control/measles.html
https://www.cdc.gov/mumps/media/pdfs/2025/02/MMRV-Testing-for-Clinicians_Jan2025.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/measles/data-research/
https://www.oregon.gov/oha/ph/diseasesconditions/diseasesaz/pages/measles.aspx#:~:text=The%20best%20protection%20against%20measles,Control%20and%20Prevention%20(CDC).
https://www.oregon.gov/oha/PH/DISEASESCONDITIONS/COMMUNICABLEDISEASE/REPORTINGCOMMUNICABLEDISEASE/REPORTINGGUIDELINES/Documents/measles.pdf
https://public.tableau.com/app/profile/oregon.public.health.division.acute.and.communicable.disease.pre/viz/shared/6ZBNT7D8Q


 

 
 
To: LPHAs and Tribal Clinics 
 
Dear Colleagues,  
Please share The CDC Health Alert Network (HAN) Health Advisory with your providers. 
 
Oregon addition: 
All clinicians are required to immediately report suspect and confirmed cases of measles to the 
Local Public Health Authority (LPHA; www.healthoregon.org/lhddirectory) for the jurisdiction in 
which the patient resides.  
 
* Report the following information: patient name, date of birth, address, contact information, 
language spoken, clinical presentation, date of rash onset, travel history, any known exposures 
to measles, and vaccination history. 
 
Please adhere to measles infection control practices throughout the patient evaluation to 
prevent exposure of other patients.  
 
While measles is not circulating in Oregon, prior approval by public health will be required for 
measles PCR testing by the Oregon State Public Health Laboratory (OSPHL). Both of the criteria 
below must be met for measles PCR testing at OSPHL. If the criteria are not met, clinicians 
should instead submit specimens for measles testing to commercial laboratories. The criteria 
are as follows:  
1. Acute febrile rash illness compatible with measles and with no more likely explanation for the 
clinical presentation; 
AND 
2. Plausible exposure to measles—i.e., linkage to another case or travel to an area where 
measles is known to be circulating. 
If testing at OSPHL is approved, collect specimens in accordance with the guidance on the 
OSPHL Lab Test Menu for Measles Real-Time RT-PCR (www.healthoregon.org/labtests). 
Specimens should be transported to OSPHL using facilities’ available transport mechanisms, if 
available. If specimen transport support is needed, contact OSPHL at 503-693-4100. 
See also the Measles Investigative Guidelines for detailed information about testing, isolation, 
and vaccination. 
 
  

https://t.emailupdates.cdc.gov/r/?id=h9602a6a1,1e75cb17,1e75ce2b&e=QUNTVHJhY2tpbmdJRD1ETTE0NTc0NyZBQ1NUcmFja2luZ0xhYmVsPUxhYiUyMEFkdmlzb3J5JTNBJTIwQ0RDJTIwSXNzdWVzJTIwQWxlcnQlMjBmb3IlMjB0aGUlMjBFeHBhbmRpbmclMjBNZWFzbGVzJTIwT3V0YnJlYWslMjBpbiUyMHRoZSUyMFVuaXRlZCUyMFN0YXRlcyUyMGFuZCUyMEd1aWRhbmNlJTIwZm9yJTIwdGhlJTIwVXBjb21pbmclMjBUcmF2ZWwlMjBTZWFz&s=8ApyezvMabJyftI2CtKcmT_4Vsy7ZiGDCBd9AvYp1W4
http://www.healthoregon.org/lhddirectory
http://www.healthoregon.org/labtests
https://www.oregon.gov/oha/PH/DISEASESCONDITIONS/COMMUNICABLEDISEASE/REPORTINGCOMMUNICABLEDISEASE/REPORTINGGUIDELINES/Documents/measles.pdf
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